Advent Carols

A service to use at home




Welcome to a different Advent Carol Service.

As Advent Sunday this year occurs during the second national
lockdown, we felt that we could still celebrate this day despite not
being in church as we would have liked.

What follows are the traditional readings and many familiar hymns, in
addition to other music that helps us focus on Advent, the coming of
Jesus Christ in glory, splendour and majesty.

The names of the hymns and music are links that you click on or tap if
you are using a phone or tablet. You will be taken to YouTube to listen
to that piece of music and by pressing the back button on your phone
or tablet you should return to this document. For those on a PC or
laptop, just keep switching between YouTube and this document.

We hope that you will find this resource enjoyable as we begin our
Advent journey in a very different way this year.
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O Come O Come Emmanuel

The First Reading
Isaiah proclaims good news to a people in exile

Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God.
Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her
that she has served her term,
that her penalty is paid,
that she has received from the LORD’s hand
double for all her sins.

A voice cries out:
‘In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD,
make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
Every valley shall be lifted up,
and every mountain and hill be made low;
the uneven ground shall become level,
and the rough places a plain.
Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed,
and all people shall see it together,
for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.’

A voice says, ‘Cry out!
And | said, ‘What shall | cry?
All people are grass,
their constancy is like the flower of the field.
The grass withers, the flower fades,
when the breath of the LORD blows upon it;
surely the people are grass.
The grass withers, the flower fades;
but the word of our God will stand for ever.

Come, thou long expected Jesus


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7xtpJ4Q_Q-4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JEEd0uWnDGs

The Second reading: Jeremiah 23, 5-6
The Lord promises to send his people a righteous king

The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when | will raise up for
David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and
shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. In his days Judah will
be saved and Israel will live in safety. And this is the name by which he
will be called: “The LORD is our righteousness.’

People Look East

The Third Reading: Zechariah 9, 9-10
The Lord promises that the King will come to Israel in peace

Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion!
Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem!
Lo, your king comes to you;
triumphant and victorious is he,
humble and riding on a donkey,
on a colt, the foal of a donkey.
He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim
and the warhorse from Jerusalem;
and the battle-bow shall be cut off,
and he shall command peace to the nations;
his dominion shall be from sea to sea,
and from the River to the ends of the earth.

‘Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion’ from Handel’s Messiah


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F8GNlRcBdvs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rAAIuHeZQVw

The Fourth Reading: Haggai 2, 6-9
The Prophet foretells the advent of the desire of all nations

Thus says the LORD of hosts: Once again, in a little while, | will shake
the heavens and the earth and the sea and the dry land; and | will shake
all the nations, so that the treasure of all nations shall come, and | will
fill this house with splendour, says the LORD of hosts. The silver is
mine, and the gold is mine, says the LORD of hosts. The latter
splendour of this house shall be greater than the former, says the
LORD of hosts; and in this place | will give prosperity, says the LORD
of hosts.

Hark the Glad Sound the Saviour Comes


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zeBRYhG86x0

The Fifth Reading: Isaiah 35, |-6

The Prophet foretells the glory of the kingdom of God

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad,

the desert shall rejoice and blossom;

like the crocusit shall blossom abundantly,
and rejoice with joy and singing.

The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it,
the majesty of Carmel and Sharon.

They shall see the glory of the LORD,
the majesty of our God.

Strengthen the weak hands,
and make firm the feeble knees.
Say to those who are of a fearful heart,
‘Be strong, do not fear!
Here is your God.
He will come with vengeance,
with terrible recompense.
He will come and save you.’

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,
and the ears of the deaf unstopped;
then the lame shall leap like a deer,
and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy.
For waters shall break forth in the wilderness,
and streams in the desert;

Hark! a thrilling voice is sounding


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6V0J9Rgsr7A

The Sixth Reading: Luke [, 26- 35, 38

The Angel Gabriel salutes the virgin Mary

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee
called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph,
of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her
and said, ‘Greetings, favoured one! The Lord is with you.” But she was
much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this
might be. The angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have
found favour with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and
bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be
called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the
throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob for
ever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.’” Mary said to the angel,
‘How can this be, since | am a virgin?’ The angel said to her, “The Holy
Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will
overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be
called Son of God.

Then Mary said, ‘Here am |, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me
according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her.

The angel Gabriel from heaven came


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dKIc8JvxGbU

The Seventh Reading: Mark |, |-15

Jesus proclaims the coming of the kingdom of God

The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.

As it is written in the prophet Isaiah,
‘See, | am sending my messenger ahead of you,
who will prepare your way;
the voice of one crying out in the wilderness:

“Prepare the way of the Lord,

make his paths straight’”,
John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole
Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to
him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.
sAnd people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of
Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river
Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair,
with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey.
He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than | is coming after
me; | am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals.
| have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy
Spirit”
In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by
John in the Jordan. And just as he was coming up out of the water, he
saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on
him. And a voice came from heaven, ‘You are my Son, the Beloved;
with you | am well pleased.’

And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. He was
in the wilderness for forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the
wild beasts; and the angels waited on him.

Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the
good news of God, 'sand saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom
of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good news.’



The Lord’s Prayer

The Collect prayer for Advent

Almighty God,

give us grace to cast away the works of darkness

and to put on the armour of light,

now in the time of this mortal life,

in which your Son Jesus Christ came to us in great humility;

that on the last day,

when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge the living and
the dead,

we may rise to the life immortal;

through him who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.

May the God of light and truth,

Bless us this day and in this season of Advent.
May he keep us close, by his Spirit,

And equip us to do his will.

May he find us righteous and waiting,

As we expect his coming.

In the name of Jesus Christ, his Son, our Saviour.
Amen

Lo He Comes with Clouds Descending


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HN3QIxFty-0

